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Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated April 22, 2004 to which a response is due 
without an extension by July 22, 2004. In view of the following amendments and remarks, 
Applicants respectfully request the Examiner to reconsider and withdraw the outstanding 
rejections, objections, and allow all claims pending in the application. 

Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2 
of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 8 of this paper. 


07/20/2004 EKEY11 00000001 50203& 10&73460 
01 FC:1201 344.00 DA 


D&ketNo. 87342.1640 


Patent 


Application No. 10/673,460 
Customer No. 30734 

advance of the case, the Applicants have rewritten the allowed claims in independent form. 
Therefore, the rejection is obviated. 

Because claims 2, 3, 7, and 8 depend from independent claim 4; claims 10, 1 1 15 and 16 
depend from independent claim 12, and claims 18, 19, and 21 depend from independent claim 
20, they are also believed to be in condition for allowance. Withdrawal of the rejection is 
respectfully requested. 


In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that the application is in condition 
for allowance. If it is believed that the application is not in condition for allowance the Examiner 
is requested to contact the undersigned attorney if it is believed that such contact will expedite 
the prosecution of the application. 

In the event this paper is not timely filed, Applicants petition for an appropriate extension 
of time. Please charge any fee deficiencies or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 
50-2036. 


Date: July 22. 2004 

Washington Square, Suite 1100 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W 
Washington, D.C 20036-5304 
Telephone: 202-861-1500 
Facsimile: 202-861-1783 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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